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Treatment of wormy pigs
It is difficult to combat worms with drugs or chemicals. It is impossible to dislodge the worms when they are in the lungs. The entire problem is one of prevention, but often an owner desires to attempt some treatment for their removal. It should be kept in mind that the greatest damage has already been done and plans should be made to prevent a re-occurrence of the disease the next season.
Mineral mixtures or tonics containing drugs and chemicals are not recommended to expel or prevent worms. The continuous feeding of various drugs in the drinking water or feed is not effective. Worms are so common on many farms that innumerable sure cures are offered and the owner of wormy pigs is usually very susceptible to this type of treatment, because it is easy and does not require any radical change in his method of management. The best that can be said for these is that they do not harm the animals.
The simplest and best form of treatment is to give each hog a dose of a reliable worm expeller. Nothing is left to chance. Each animal receives the proper amount of the drug or chemical and the results are much more satisfactory. When drugs are placed in the feed or slop, the weak and unthrifty pigs are not likely to get their full share of the feed and, as a result, they receive little if any benefit. The individual treatment is by far the best but takes time, and the owner who is hard-pressed by other farm activities often adopts the easy and useless method.
It is always considered good practice to consult a veterinarian in regard to treatment. His advice is far better than that of the itinerant peddler. The individual treatments which follow are given for those who desire to treat their own animals. It should be stated that it is not easy to dose or pill hogs. Many animals are killed by careless handling, and the dose of medicine may go down the windpipe instead of the oesophagus or gullet.
Santonin has for many years been the standard drug for the expulsion of round-worms. It is, however, very expen-